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HPRU EZI ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

 

The 2018 HPRU Emerging and Zoonotic Infections Conference will be held at 

Public Health England, Colindale (61 Colindale Avenue, London, NW9 5EQ) on 

Wednesday 21 November 2018. We will have keynote talks from: Dr Marion 

Koopmans, Professor of Public Health Virology, Rotterdam and Professor 

Derrick Crook, Director, National Infection Service, PHE.   

 

An abstract call for members has been circulated. If you wish to present a 

poster, submit your abstract by 4 October. For more information and to 

register today visit the HPRU EZI website. 

  

 
The Institute of Lassa Fever Research and  
Control in Nigeria (ILFRC) 
 

 
Team photo includes: BNITM team, Liana and 
diagnostic team that works on site at ILFRC  
 

COLLABORATION IN NIGERIA FOR THE LASSA FEVER OUTBREAK 

Liana Kafetzopoulou, is a NIHR HPRU PhD student based at Public Health 

England (PHE), working on metagenomic (non-targeted) sequencing for viral 

pathogens. Initial research on Chikungunya and Dengue virus showed that 

rapid and unbiased identification methods, such as metagenomic sequencing, 

can be vital for the identification and characterisation of emerging pathogens 

for which little prior knowledge is available. Thus the next step was to test the 

approach in the field, with a more divergent virus. 

A collaboration was set-up with the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical 

Medicine (BNITM) and a team, including Liana, travelled to the Institute of 

Lassa Fever Research and Control (ILFRC) in Nigeria, a remote and resource-

limited location, to sequence Lassa virus. Lassa is a haemorrhagic fever virus 

typically found in West Africa and endemic in Nigeria transmitted through 

contact with infected rats.  

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/nihr-health-protection-research-unit-in-emerging-and-zoonotic-infections-annual-conference-2018/
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/early/2018/06/25/355560


 

 
In country team (top to bottom): Sophie 
Duraffour (BNITM), AnkeThielebein (BNITM),  
and Liana Kafetzopoulou (HPRU).  
Offsite team members included: Steve Pullman 
(PHE) and Philippe Lemey (KU Leuven). 

Whilst the team were on the ground, the largest number of recorded Lassa 

fever cases in Nigeria was reported. The unprecedented number of cases raised 

fears of the emergence of a strain with a higher rate of transmission. Due to 

these concerns, the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and the WHO 

urgently requested sequencing information and preliminary results from the 

team’s pilot-scale study, which employed in-country, mid-outbreak, viral 

genome sequencing directly from clinical samples using a metagenomic 

approach on the Oxford Nanopore MinION device (Oxford Nanopore 

Technologies, Oxford, UK).  

This instigated a major upscale in sequencing efforts leading to sequencing of 

120 samples. Phylogenetic analysis of the L and S segment of the Lassa virus 

genome on 35 samples indicated that the outbreak was due to independent 

spill-over from the rodent reservoir and that there was no evidence of human-

to-human spread.   

For a more detailed report visit the HPRU EZI website. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HPRU EZI ON BBC COUNTRYFILE 

Tom Heap from BBC Countryfile looks at what is being done to fight Lyme 

Disease, a debilitating illness that affects up to 3,000 people a year and is often 

transmitted through a single bite from an infected tick. 

Professor Matthew Baylis, NIHR HPRU EZI theme leader, goes tick-hunting and 

discusses the HPRU's research on ticks and how we aim to raise awareness by 

producing a UK wide map of highly prone tick areas. 

To catch the episode and learn more about ticks and Lyme disease visit the BBC 

iplayer: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bdllcr/countryfile-exmoor 

To fast forward to the clip on ticks, go to 06.18 - 13.15. 

  

 
The study team verify data in the  
research room at Military Hospital 34 Freetown 
Sierra Leone 

STUDY FINDS EBOLA SURVIVORS SUFFER FROM SEVERE NEUROLOGICAL 

PROBLEMS 

 

A new report published in Emerging Infectious Diseases details a broad range 

of disorders among Ebola survivors in Sierra Leone, including stroke and 

debilitating migraine-type headaches. 

Dr Janet Scott, NIHR HPRU EZI Member, who lead the Post Ebola Syndrome 

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/collaboration-in-nigeria/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bdllcr/countryfile-exmoor
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bdllcr/countryfile-exmoor


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project at University of Liverpool, said: “We knew that a disease as severe as 

Ebola would leave survivors with major problems – however, it took me aback 

to see young and previously active people who had survived but were now 

unable to move half their bodies, or talk, or pick up their children. 

“These cases are on the severe end of the spectrum– but thanks to support 

from the Wellcome Trust, and grants from HPRU EZI, we’ve been able to 

further investigate these cases and learn more about Ebola Virus Disease in the 

process. Our findings support the need for larger, case-controlled studies. Post-

Ebola syndrome is not going away, and those with the condition deserve better 

treatment”. 

Visit the HPRU EZI website to find out more about this study. 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO HOMECARE TEAMS PLAY A ROLE IN THE SPREAD OF SCABIES?  
Launch of HPRU supported survey 
 
Scabies is a highly contagious itchy skin condition caused by burrowing 

Sarcoptes scabiei mites. Initial work led by Dr Emily Phipps (public health 

registrar, Oxford School of Public Health) has identified that domiciliary care 

professionals (sometimes known as ‘homecare’ teams) may play a role in the 

spread of scabies among vulnerable members of the community.  

 

As part of a wider HPRU funded study, Dr Phipps and colleagues from Public 

Health England South East and Brighton & Sussex Medical School are launching 

a survey aimed at health protection teams to explore the number of cases of 

scabies linked to domiciliary care, what public health actions are taken, and 

what challenges arise. The survey will help us understand whether this is an 

issue of public health significance warranting further investigation, and to 

inform practice.  

 

If you work in health protection and would like to be involved in the survey, or 

are from any professional background and would like to find out more about 

other ways to get involved, please email Emily.Phipps@phe.gov.uk.  

  

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/study-finds-ebola-survivors-suffer-from-severe-neurological-problems/
mailto:Emily.Phipps@phe.gov.uk


 

 
 

HPRU EZI WEBSITE & TWITTER 

Our website address is www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk and Twitter name is @HPRUezi 

Please don’t forget to let us know about any news items, public engagement 

events, or anything similar, for the website, Twitter and next edition of this 

newsletter. 

 

  

EVENTS 

 

HSR2018 5th Global Symposium on Health Systems Research 

8-12 October 2018, Liverpool, UK 

 

The Global Symposium on Health Systems Research is organized every two years by Health Systems Global to bring 

together the full range of players involved in health systems and policy research and practice. Beginning with the First 

Global Symposium in Montreux in 2010, the Symposia have played a crucial, catalytic role in convening a global 

community dedicated to strengthening health systems and building the field of health systems research.  

 

Visit the HSR2018 website for details of the full programme and to register for the event: 

http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2018/ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHE Training 

Public Health England are offering  a range of different  training courses which are open to both PHE staff and 

external delegates: 

2018 

 23-24 October  – Outbreak investigation: a practical course  
A pre-requisite for attending this course is a basic knowledge of statistics (such as repeated sampling, p-values and 
confidence intervals) 

 20 November  – Hitchhikers Guide to Microbiology, microbiology for non-microbiologists  

 

If you would like to attend any of these courses then please contact Gloria Wilson, PHE Education and Training 

Coordinator at gloria.wilson@phe.gov.uk 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vector-Borne Diseases in the UK - Biennial Meeting 

3-4 December 2018,  

John Innes Centre, Norwich Research Park, Norwich 

 

This meeting will be the fourth we have held on this topic, and like before we will bring together members of the 

major UK research groups who have an interest in vectors or vector-borne diseases which could be a threat to the UK; 

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/hpruezi
http://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2018/
mailto:gloria.wilson@phe.gov.uk


 

groups with wider but related areas of interest; members of key UK Government Departments and their Agencies; 

and representatives of European organisations with an interest in this topic.  

 

To register for the conference, please visit the University of Liverpool’s Online Store. Registration closes on 11 

November 2018. For further information, please contact the meeting organisers at livvec@liverpool.ac.uk  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHO online learning resources for 

Ebola virus disease and other infectious diseases 

The WHO Health Emergencies Programme’s Knowledge Transfer Team, together with disease technical experts, has 

created an online learning pathway for Ebola responders. There are currently 5 different learning resources on 

OpenWHO.org in English and French and each of them addresses a different type of learning need, from a disease 

introduction, to a staff pre-deployment briefing, to a function-specific resource for clinical management of Ebola.  

The need for knowledge transfer in infectious disease outbreaks was recognized during the 2014–2016 Ebola 

outbreak in West Africa. Similarly, in all major epidemics of past years, including yellow fever and Zika, there has been 

an increased need for a system that quickly transforms scientific knowledge into action on the ground. OpenWHO.org 

was born from that need. 

One year after the launch, the OpenWHO platform has been particularly useful for emergencies and its suitability has 

been tested in real time during recent responses: the plague outbreak in Madagascar; clinical management of 

diphtheria for the Rohingya refugee crisis in Bangladesh; the Lassa fever outbreak in Nigeria; and the Ebola outbreaks 

in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

For further details of the WHO online resources, visit their website: https://openwho.org/courses  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STUDENT NEWS 

 

 

Congratulations to Margaux Meslé, our first HPRU EZI PhD student to submit their 

thesis. Her research addresses the issue of: Commercial airline travel and the 

international spread of emerging infections disease. Margaux’s viva panel was 18 

September which she successfully passed subject to minor amendments. We look 

forward to celebrating her achievement at her graduation. 

 

https://payments.liv.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/events-at-liverpool/institute-of-infection-and-global-health/vectorborne-diseases-in-the-uk-vbd2018
mailto:livvec@liverpool.ac.uk
https://openwho.org/courses


 

 

 

 

Earlier in the year, Maya Holding attended the British Deer Society (BDS) Annual 

General Meeting in Wessex to explain the rationale for her study and to request 

members to contribute to the study by collecting samples.  Following this meeting, 

Maya was invited to speak at the British Deer Society Annual Scientific Conference in 

Edinburgh, as many of her study volunteers are BDS members. At the conference she 

presented her research on the ‘Rationale and implementation of a UK wide tick-borne 

virus deer serosurveillance study’.   

 

 

 
 

In May Liana Kafetzopoulou presented at London Calling 2018, a conference hosted by 

Oxford Nanopore Technologies.  Liana gave the last plenary talk of the conference on 

‘Metagenomic nanopore sequencing: RNA viruses from lab to field’.   

 

To watch a video of her talk and post plenary interview visit: bit.ly/2Hr69ig  

 

 

 

 

With the help of HPRU EZI public engagement funding Aislinn Currie-Jordan, along with 

other PhD students and early career researchers, organised and ran a conference in 

May. This one-day event titled: ‘Achievements of Women in Science and Inspiring the 

Next Generation’ was hosted at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine.  The day 

sought to address the lack of platforms that explicitly celebrate the outstanding 

achievement of women in science.  Aislinn was also a panel member for the discussion 

on ‘Stomping out stereotypes’. 

 

Congratulations to John Tulloch and Charlotte Robin whose recent articles made the 

front cover of their respective journals.  

 

John’s article on tick borne diseases and the risk to UK pets made the front cover of the 

June issue of VET Record. Charlotte’s article, entitled: ‘Pets, Purity and Pollution: Why 

Conventional Models of Disease Transmission Do Not Work for Pet Rat Owners’ was the 

cover story for the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. 

 

Stephanie Begemann presented a poster on ‘Diary antibiotic policies: the practices 

behind the numbers’ at the 5th International One Health Congress in Saskatoon, Canada 

in June.  Stephanie’s research looks at providing an understanding of how different 

countries formulate and regulate antibiotic use in animals raised for human 

consumption.   

 

https://t.co/DHmsRPSctG
https://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/182/18/511
http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/14/12/1526


 

 

To find out more read her article entitled: ‘How Political Cultures Produce Different 

Antibiotic Policies in Agriculture: A Historical Comparative Case Study between the 

United Kingdom and Sweden’.  

 

Caoimhe McKerr has conducted a systematic review as there are few systematic 

syntheses of reported evidence in industrialised populations. This review aims to 

consolidate the evidence for transmission routes and exposures for Cryptosporidium in 

industrialised countries, with particular reference to how these may apply to the UK. 

For the full article ‘Exposures associated with Cryptosporidium in industrialised 

countries: a systematic review protocol’ in BMC Systematic Reviews. 

 

On 13 September 2018 John Tulloch presented his research on ‘Lyme Disease 

Surveillance in the UK’ at the CDC National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious 

Diseases Conference in Atlanta.  HPRU EZI member Daniel Carter also spoke about his 

work on Borrelia.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND ENGAGEMENT 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

Involving and engaging the public in our research is a key focus for the unit. Here are some activities that took place 

from May to September 2018: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pint of Science in Liverpool 

Pint of Science is an annual Festival which takes place across the world in May, 

and sees brilliant scientists chat about their latest research with the public in the 

pub!  

 

This year in May we saw talks from our HPRU EZI PhD students: Raquel 

Medialdea, on her experiences of epidemics such as Ebola and Zika; Margaux 

Mesle; and Caoimhe McKerr.  

 

Caoimhe won first prize for her Shots of Science talk, where she talked for 3 

minutes on ‘Cryptosporidium: what's your beef?’ To find out more, watch it from 

12:03-14:14: 

https://www.facebook.com/UniversityofLiverpool/videos/2034479186579475/

?fref=mentions&rf=103803892992025 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/soru.12206
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/soru.12206
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/soru.12206
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-018-0731-8
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-018-0731-8
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityofLiverpool/videos/2034479186579475/?fref=mentions&rf=103803892992025
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityofLiverpool/videos/2034479186579475/?fref=mentions&rf=103803892992025


 

 

Success at Spanish FameLab Final 

A passionate and engaging talk about Ebola saw HPRU EZI PhD student 

Raquel Medialdea crowned third in the national final of FameLab Spain, 

which celebrates effective science communication in young scientists. 

Watched by a 400-strong audience, Raquel performed alongside seven 

other finalists in front of the King and Queen of Spain at the event in Madrid on 17 May. 

A keen science communicator, Raquel has also given talks about her work to schools and the public at events like Pint 

of Science, has written for The Conversation, and is part of a public engagement project working to help families 

affected by Zika virus in Brazil. 

To read more about the FameLab Final, see the HPRU EZI website. 

 

Ebola Laboratory Workshop 

In June Kim Steeds, HPRU EZI PhD student, helped run a laboratory workshop on Ebola for Schools Day at PHE 

Porton. This engagement activity replicated an Ebola training lab in order to showcase the unit’s research in this area. 

Some of the teacher’s comments included: “They found the Ebola lab especially interesting” and “They said that 

seeing it ‘made it personal, you see Ebola on the news and feel it doesn’t directly affect us, seeing the Ebola training 

lab and talking to scientists who went there made it seem much closer’”.  

 

 

 

 

NHS 70 Roadshow 

The HPRU celebrated the 70th birthday of the 

National Health Service by hosting pop up stands 

at various hospitals in the Liverpool region, 

showcasing some of the research we do at The 

University of Liverpool and the huge impact this 

has had and having on medicine. From 3-5 July 

2018 the roadshow visited The Walton Centre, 

Liverpool Women’s Hospital, Aintree Hospital and the Royal Liverpool Hospital. 

 

Public Engagement Video Competition 

In July the Faculty of Health and Life Sciences, at the University of Liverpool, ran a competition for scientists to create 

a video that showcases their research, in order to help the public learn and discover more about its research. Third 

prize went to Professor Rob Christley for his video on ‘Chickens in International Development’ and the challenges that 

are presented to increase productivity for the farmers, particularly in Ethiopia. To watch the video, visit the Faculty’s 

Public Engagement pages: https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-and-life-sciences/public-engagement/discover-our-

research/  

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/coversation-article-on-zika/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/infection-and-global-health/public-engagement/zika-engagement/
http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/fame-lab-spain-final/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-and-life-sciences/public-engagement/discover-our-research/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-and-life-sciences/public-engagement/discover-our-research/


 

 

 

 

 

Resources for HPRU Public Engagement activities in schools 

Following successful pilot outreach workshops in local primary schools and HPRU EZI 

pump-prime funding, our members Emma Bennett and Hannah Williams have 

developed loanable rucksack resources to support teaching and learning and the delivery 

of public health messages to children in a fun and appealing way. 

Two rucksack resource packs have been created: “Operation Outbreak” (Key Stage 2) and 

Tricky Ticks” (Key Stages 1 and 2); each containing: curriculum-based lesson plans; slide 

packs; child-friendly summaries; non-consumable supporting equipment and digital 

resources. Public health messages and information form the core of these resources; 

hand hygiene and disease prevention are very relevant topics in the school environment 

and tick awareness is a particularly important intervention in areas of high-risk of Lyme 

disease.  To find out more and to download the resources see the HPRU EZI website. 

 

 

Podcast 

The University of Liverpool’s Institute of Infection and Global Health have started a 

monthly Podcast covering a range of topics specifically looking at its cutting edge 

research on infectious diseases and global health. Why not listen to our HPRU EZI PhD 

students’ contributions, including Ellen Murphy’s talk about ‘Viruses in Wild Rodents - 

Why do we monitor them?’ and Charlotte Robin’s discussion on ‘Pets, Rats and Farm 

Rats – Why are they viewed differently?’. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

There are numerous ways in which researchers can get involved, including the following events. 

 

 

 

Research Design Service 

North West 

 

 

 

NIHR Manchester 

Public Involvement in Research in the North West 
30 October 2018 
Manchester 
 
A collaborative event organised by the NIHR Research Design Service North West (RDS 

NW), NIHR Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care North 

West Coast (CLAHRC NWC), Public Programmes team at Manchester University NHS 

Foundation Trust, NIHR Manchester Biomedical Research Centre, NIHR Manchester 

Clinical Research Facility, and NIHR INVOLVE. 

 

Are you a researcher, post-graduate student or public contributor interested in 

developing your understanding of the ethics of public involvement in research? Or in 

http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/developing-resources-for-public-engagement-in-schools/
https://soundcloud.com/science-communication/viruses-in-wild-rodents-why-do-we-monitor-them
https://soundcloud.com/science-communication/viruses-in-wild-rodents-why-do-we-monitor-them
https://soundcloud.com/science-communication/pet-rats-and-farm-rats-why-are-they-viewed-differently
https://soundcloud.com/science-communication/pet-rats-and-farm-rats-why-are-they-viewed-differently


 

Biomedical Research Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

how to creatively and effectively communicate in public involvement in research? 

 

If so, please register to attend this one-day collaborative event on 30 October 2018, in 

The Cobden Rooms 3&4, Manchester Central, Petersfield, Manchester, M2 3GX 

 

In this, the first of two events, we will focus on how we can communicate more 

effectively across all stakeholders in public involvement in research, and the ethical 

aspects of doing public involvement, through presentations, case studies and hands-

on workshops. 

 

The second of these two events will be held in March 2019 in Warrington and further 

details will be made available soon. 

 

For more information please visit the NIHR Research Design Service website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Perspectives on Evaluation of Patient and Public Involvement in 

Research 

15-16 November 2018 

Newcastle University 

This inaugural conference will provide an international platform to critically explore 

and reflect on the issue of evaluation of patient and public involvement in research. 

Patient and Public Involvement (PPI)  – also referred to as ‘Patient and Public 

Engagement’ and ‘Citizen Engagement’ by international colleagues - is the practice or 

process of patients, members of the public and researchers working together to 

prioritise, plan, conduct and disseminate research.  PPI is growing in momentum but 

questions remain about how it should or could be evaluated. 

https://research.ncl.ac.uk/napcr/eventskeydates/evaluatingppiinresearch/ 

 

 

 

‘Meet the Scientists’ World Museum Liverpool Programme, World Museum, 

Liverpool 

Weekend family-friendly events focused on key topics researched within the 

University of Liverpool’s Faculty of Health and Life Sciences, including the HPRU EZI. 

Providing an opportunity for visitors to meet real scientists and to find out about the 

latest research happening at the HPRU, in an informal, interactive and enjoyable way.  

 

The next event is: 

https://www.rds-nw.nihr.ac.uk/nihr-rds-nw-event-information/public-involvement-in-research-in-the-north-west/
https://research.ncl.ac.uk/napcr/eventskeydates/evaluatingppiinresearch/


 

 

- 24 November 2018, 10am-4pm. 

 

For more details on this and future events, visit: https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-

and-life-sciences/public-engagement/events/meet-the-scientists/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engage 2018 – Framing new futures for public engagement 

29-30 November 2018 

Edinburgh 

 

At the Engage Conference this year we’ll be exploring new futures for university public 

engagement; celebrating the NCCPE’s 10 year anniversary; and taking stock of the 

lessons learned. Weaving in stories from people who have been working to embed public 

engagement in their practice and institutions – and with provocation from outside the 

sector - Engage 2018 will help set the foundations for the road ahead. 

 

The conference will be framed around three themes: Facing the future, Stories of change 

and Perspectives on practice. Bookings are now being taken.  

For more details see the NCCPE website. 

 

 

 

Research Design Service 

North West 

 

Co-Production – just a buzz word? 

Sometimes you just have to jump in and make a splash! Co-producing research with 

patients, carers and public partners. Do you think that ‘co-production’ is just the latest 

buzz word in research?  

 

The Research Design Service, North West, are celebrating the benefits, sharing good 

practice and demonstrating that co-production might be the quickest way to get your 

research recommendation implemented into practice.  Read the full blog. 

 

 

 

 

Wellcome Photography Prize 2019 

 

Photographers and other image makers from all disciplines are invited to enter the 

Wellcome Photography Prize, which celebrates compelling imagery that captures stories 

of health, medicine and science. This year there are four categories: social perspectives, 

hidden worlds, medicine in focus and outbreaks. The top prize is £15,000. The deadline 

for entries is 17 December 2018. To find out more and submit your entry, visit the 

Wellcome website. 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-and-life-sciences/public-engagement/events/meet-the-scientists/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/health-and-life-sciences/public-engagement/events/meet-the-scientists/
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/nccpe-projects-and-services/engage-conference/engage-2018
https://www.rds-eastmidlands.nihr.ac.uk/sometimes-you-just-have-to-jump-in-and-make-a-splash-co-producing-research-with-patients-carers-and-public-partners
https://wellcome.ac.uk/what-we-do/our-work/photography-prize?utm_source=dotmailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wellcome-aug-18&dm_i=2PXJ,RL6M,5QE2YW,2TTT1,1


 

 

If you are involved in any relevant activities, please inform the HPRU EZI Administration Team at 

hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk. Please provide the activity title, brief description, date, audience (schools, public, etc.), 

audience numbers, and any photographs or additional information. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WINNERS - PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT FUNDING AWARDS 

Earlier this year, HPRU EZI put out a call for members to apply for public engagement funding and the following 

projects were successful: 

Name(s) Details Award 

Kayleigh Hansford Parent involvement and engagement with tick awareness materials £435.00 

Benedict Michael Encephalitis Conference 2008 £500.00 

Tom Solomon, Becky 

Glennon-Alty 

NHS 70 Roadshow £1000.00 

Aislinn Currie-Jordan Women in Science – one day event at LSTM £1760.00 
 

 

IMPACT AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 

 

In July HPRU EZI PhD student Stephanie Begemann spent a month at the University Leuven, Belgium, at the Centre of 

Sociological Research (CeSO).  She worked in the Life Sciences & Society lab of Professor Ine van Hoyweghen to 

exchange knowledge about her research and incorporate theoretical discussions in her thesis. 

 

NIHR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PUBLICATION APPROVAL AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Acknowledging HPRU in Publications  

Acknowledging the NIHR HPRU is vital as we need to capture all your relevant work. If a publication is acknowledged 

as an HPRU one it can be counted as an output for the Unit. 

  

Anything HPRU related that is published by any HPRU researcher should have the following included as an address, in 

addition to your usual address: 

- NIHR Health Protection Research Unit in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections, UK. 

 

Where a publication is a result of work directly funded or indirectly supported by the HPRU this too needs to be 

acknowledged. 

 

Acknowledgment and disclaimer for work directly funded by the NIHR 

mailto:hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk


 

The research was funded by the National Institute for Health Research Health Protection Research Unit (NIHR HPRU) 

in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections at University of Liverpool in partnership with Public Health England (PHE), in 

collaboration with Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. [name of researcher] is based at [name of institution]. The 

views expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the NHS, the NIHR, the Department of Health 

or Public Health England. 

 

Disclaimer for work not directly funded by the NIHR but where they have been acknowledged in the address 

[name of researcher] is affiliated to the National Institute for Health Research Health Protection Research Unit (NIHR 

HPRU) in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections at University of Liverpool in partnership with Public Health England (PHE), 

in collaboration with Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. [name of researcher] is based at [name of institution]. 

The views expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the NHS, the NIHR, the Department of 

Health or Public Health England. 

 

NEW 

If the research uses patient data then this needs to be acknowledged. Examples of types of patient data used in 

research include: 

 

- GP records 

- Clinical audits, for example the National Diabetes Audit 

- Disease registers, such as the National Cancer Registration and Analysis Service 

- Hospital Episode Statistics 

- Diagnostic imaging datasets 

- Prescribing databases 

- Patient surveys, for example Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) 

- Information collected during clinical trials and cohort studies 

- Data in large patient cohorts, such as the NIHR BioResource and the UK BioBank 

 

Acknowledgment for work that uses patient data 

This work uses data provided by patients and collected by the NHS as part of their care and support and would not 

have been possible without access to this data. The NIHR recognises and values the role of patient data, securely 

accessed and stored, both in underpinning and leading to improvements in research and care. Read more 

 

UPDADTED Submission 

A draft of research articles should be submitted to NIHR at the same time as submission for publication or at least 28 

days before the date intended for publication, whichever is earlier. 

 

When submitting your research article ensure that you add both the NIHR affiliation and the funding 

acknowledgement, as stated above. If your research uses patient data, please include the above acknowledgement. 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/our-purpose/principles/patient-data.htm


 

 

Please submit your paper directly to hpru-publications@nihr.ac.uk copying in hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk to the email 

so that a record of outputs can be maintained. Please include details of the publication/journal the article is to be 

submitted to. 

 

UPDATED Dissemination of results 

NIHR would now like sight of any publication or work where the results of HPRU research are being disseminated 

(book chapters, abstracts from congress participation or poster presentations for example) to ensure the correct 

acknowledgments are being used, since these too are deemed to be research outputs. Again please submit these 

directly to to hpru-publications@nihr.ac.uk  copying in hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk to the email. 

 

A guide on how to affiliate and acknowledge the NIHR HPRU, including the updated poster and oral 

presentation templates are available to download on the HPRU EZI website. 

 

POLICY RESEARCH PROGRAMME CALL 

The NIHR Policy Programme is inviting applications for research proposals into infectious disease modelling in health 

protection. The call is looking to address two key areas:  

 A stream of dynamical disease and health economic modelling relating to the national vaccination 

programme. This will provide an alternative or ‘second’ opinion to and run parallel with, that provided by 

Public Health England (PHE). 

 Modelling of other infectious diseases that lie outside the immunisation programme. 

Deadline for submissions is 2 October 2018. To find out more and apply visit the NIHR website. 

 

STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND TRAINING FUNDING OUTCOMES 

 

Following review by committee a number of Strategic Research and Training grants were awarded. 

 

OPEN PUMP PRIMING FUND 

The call for funding was open for applications in any of the following areas: commercial strategy; cross NIHR 

infrastructure; impact; and new people. The projects listed below were selected and began on 1 April 2018. 

 

Investigators Research Project Title Award  

Daniel Carter, Maya 
Holding, Richard Vipond, 
Steven Pullan, Jolyon 
Medlock and Roger 
Hewson 

Long-read metagenomics using nanopore technology to identify 
bacterial and viral pathogens present in UK ticks (Ixodes ricinus) 

£4,961 

mailto:hpru-publications@nihr.ac.uk
mailto:hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk
mailto:hpru-publications@nihr.ac.uk
mailto:hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk
http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/educating-and-training/nihr-hpru-templates/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-and-support/funding-opportunities/infectious-disease-dynamic-modelling-in-health-protection/9066


 

 

Stuart Dowall, Roger 
Hewson and Julian Hiscox 

Elucidation of variations in the nucleotide sequence of Lassa virus 
associated with changes in disease pathogenicity 

£5,000 

Mark Ellul, Michael 
Griffiths and Tom 
Solomon 

Improving the diagnosis of encephalitis by exploring host CSF 
proteome 

£4,891 

Roger Hewson, Onwe 
Emeka Ogah, Ojide 
Chiedozie Kinsley and 
Tim Brooks 

Lassa Fever workshop and development of collaborative research 
with the Federal Teaching Hospital Abakaliki 

£5,000 

Emma Kennedy, Stuart 
Dowall and Roger 
Hewson 

Assessment of a novel Lassa Fever vaccine antigen against live virus 
challenge 

£4,490 

Georgios Pollakis, 
William Paxton, Jordan 
Thomas and Roger 
Hewson 

Development of a Lassa virus pseudo-typed assay to study immune 
correlates of protection 

£4,000 

Amanda Semper, Bengü 
Said, Katherine Russell, 
Tim Brooks and Nick 
Beeching 

Pilot study to determine the seroprevalence of Borrelia-specific 
antibodies in individuals in England with occupational animal 
exposure 

£4,510 

Gillian Slack, Roger 
Hewson, Tim Brooks and 
Richard Vipond 

Resilience testing and improvement of old world arenavirus PCR 
Assays 

£4,441 

 

TRAINING FUND 
 

Applicant Training Theme Amount 

Kate Ennis Attend a two-week intensive 
training course on ‘Infectious 
Disease Modelling and its 
Applications’ at LSHTM 

Clinical Surveillance £2,490 

Ellen Murphy To attend and present a poster at 
the 15th International Symposium 
of Veterinary Epidemiology and 
Economics in Chiang Mai, Thailand 

Risk Assessment of Emerging 
and Zoonotic Threats 

£1,250 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Congratulations to the following who have published in recent months. 

Chapman GE, Baylis M, Archer DC. Survey of UK horse owners' knowledge of equine arboviruses and disease 

vectors. Veterinary Record. 2018; 183(5):159 

Available from:  https://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/183/5/159 

 

https://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/183/5/159


 

Fernandez C, Beeching NJ. Pyrexia of unknown origin. Clinical Medicine, Journal of the Royal College of Physicians 

of London. 2018; 18(2):170-174 

Available from:  http://www.clinmed.rcpjournal.org/content/18/2/170.full 
 

Goenka A, Jeena PM, Mlisana K, Solomon T, Spicer K, Stephenson R, et al. Rapid Accurate Identification of 

Tuberculous Meningitis among South African Children Using a Novel Clinical Decision Tool. The Pediatric 

Infectious Disease Journal. 2018; 37(3): 229-234 

Available from:  https://insights.ovid.com/crossref?an=00006454-201803000-00007 

 

Leonhard SE, Lant S, Jacobs BC, Wilder-Smith A, Ferreira MLB, Solomon T, Willison HJ. Zika virus infection in the 

returning traveller: what every neurologist should know. Practical Neurology. 2018; 18(4): 271-277. 

Available from:  https://pn.bmj.com/content/18/4/271  

 

Lum FM, Lye DCB, Tan JJL, Lee B, Chia PY, Chua TK, Amrun SN, Kam YW, Yee WX, Ling WP, Lim VWX, Pang VJX, Lee LK, 

Mok EWH, Chong CY, Leo YS, Ng LFP. Longitudinal study of cellular and systemic cytokines signatures define 

the dynamics of a balanced immune environment in disease manifestation in Zika virus-infected patients. 

Journal of Infectious Diseases. 2018; 218(5): 814-824. 

Available from:  https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/218/5/814/4972819 

 

Lumley S, Hernández-Triana LM, Horton DL, Fernández De Marco MDM, Medlock JM, Hewson R, et al.  Competence 

of mosquitoes native to the United Kingdom to support replication and transmission of Rift Valley fever 

virus. Parasites and Vectors. 2018; 11: 308.  

Available from: https://parasitesandvectors.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13071-018-2884-7 

 

McCann CM, Clough HE, Baylis M, Williams DJL. Development and validation of a protocol to identify and recruit 

participants into a large scale study on liver fluke in cattle. BMC Veterinary Research. 2018; 14:185 

Available from:  https://bmcvetres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12917-018-1511-3 

 

McGill F, Griffiths MJ, Bonnett LJ, Geretti AM, Michael BD, Beeching NJ, Ennis K, Solomon, T et al. Incidence, 

aetiology, and sequelae of viral meningitis in UK adults: a multicentre prospective observational cohort 

study. Lancet Infectious Diseases. 2018; 18(9):992-1003  

Available from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1473309918302457?via%3Dihub  

 

McKerr C, O'Brien SJ, Chalmers RM, Vivancos R, Christley RM. Exposures associated with cryptosporidiosis: a 

systematic review protocol. Systematic Reviews. 2018; 7: 70 

Available from:  https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-018-0731-8 

http://www.clinmed.rcpjournal.org/content/18/2/170.full
https://insights.ovid.com/crossref?an=00006454-201803000-00007
https://pn.bmj.com/content/18/4/271
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/218/5/814/4972819
https://parasitesandvectors.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13071-018-2884-7
https://bmcvetres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12917-018-1511-3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1473309918302457?via%3Dihub
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-018-0731-8


 

 

Mehta R, Gerardin P, de Brito CAA, Soares CN, Ferreira MLB, Solomon T. The neurological complications of 

chikungunya virus: a systematic review. Reviews in Medical Virology. 2018; 28(3):e1978. 

Available from:  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/rmv.1978 

 

Ng LFP, Hiscox JA. Viperin Poisons Viral Replication. Cell Host and Microbe. 2018; 24(2):181-183. 

Available from:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1931312818303846?via%3Dihub 

 

Patabendige A, Michael BD, Craig AG, Solomon T. Brain microvascular endothelial-astrocyte cell responses 

following Japanese encephalitis virus infection in an in vitro human blood-brain barrier model. Molecular 

and Cellular Neuroscience. 2018; 89: 60-70 

Available from:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1044743118300423 

 

Poonsiri T, Wright GSA, Diamond MS, Turtle L, Solomon T, Antonyuk SV. Structural Study of the C-Terminal 

Domain of Nonstructural Protein 1 from Japanese Encephalitis Virus. Journal of Virology. 2018; 92(7): e01868-

17. 

Available from:  https://jvi.asm.org/content/92/7/e01868-17 

 

Tattevin P, Solomon T, Brouwer MC. Understanding central nervous system efficacy of antimicrobials. 

Intensive Care Medicine. 2018; doi: 10.1007/s00134-018-5270-1 

Available from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00134-018-5270-1  

 

Turtle L, Solomon T. Japanese encephalitis-the prospects for new treatments. Nature Reviews Neurology. 2018; 

14(5):298-313. 

Available from:  https://www.nature.com/articles/nrneurol.2018.30 

 

Wingfield T, Ball R, Woolley SD, Campbell F, Heath RM, Beeching NJ, Turtle L. The brief case: A rare case of 

invasive amebiasis requiring emergency subtotal colectomy in an HIV-positive man. Journal of Clinical 

Microbiology. 2018; 58(8);e01703-17 

Available from:  https://jcm.asm.org/content/jcm/56/8/e01703-17.full.pdf 

 

NB If you have published, but it has not been listed here, please let us know about it! 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/rmv.1978
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1931312818303846?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1044743118300423
https://jvi.asm.org/content/92/7/e01868-17
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00134-018-5270-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/nrneurol.2018.30
https://jcm.asm.org/content/jcm/56/8/e01703-17.full.pdf


 

GRANT SUCCESS 

HPRU members have been successful in obtaining the following research funding. 

Name Details Funder Award 

Miles Carroll Zika virus vaccine vaccine 
suitable for use in pregnancy 

Department of Health 
and Social Care 

£4,700,000 

Julian Hiscox Comparison of EBOV infection 
and Ebola virus disease in 
animal models and humans, and 
assessing animal models for 
MCM development 

Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 

£634,591 

Alan Radford Pathogen discovery in feline 
respiratory and gastrointestinal 
disease 

British Veterinary 
Association Animal 
Welfare Foundation 
(UK) 

£53,959 

Diana Williams, Cyril Caminade Developing a forecasting app 
for fasciolosis in cattle and 
sheep 

Innovate UK £132,160  

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 Dr Mostafa Farghal Namish Ateya, Lecturer (Assistant Professor) of Zoonoses, Department of Animal 

Hygiene and Zoonoses, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Assiut University, Egypt 

 Professor Daniel Bausch, Director, UK Public Health Rapid Support Team (UK-PHRST) 

 Dr Emma Bennett, Public Health England 

 Professor Richard Birtles, Chair in Biomedicine, School of Environmental and Life Sciences, University of 

Salford 

 Dr Colin Brown, Consultant in Infectious Diseases and Medical Microbiology, Public Health England 

(Colindale) 

 Dr Victoria Chalker, Head of Respiratory and Vaccine Preventable Bacteria Reference Unit, Public Health 

England (Colindale) 

 Dr Sophie Durrafour, Bernhard Nocht Institute 

 Dr Matthew Hannah, Lead Electron Microscopist, National Infection Service,  Public Health England 

(Colindale) 

 Kayleigh Hansford, Public Health England 

 Professor Simon Harding, Chair of Clinical Ophthalmology, University of Liverpool 

 Charlotte Hemingway, PhD student, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine 

 Hannah Kuper, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

 Dr Shona Moore, PDRA, University of Liverpool 

 Dr Julie M. Logan, Head of Bacterial Identification Section, AMRHAI, Public Health England (Colindale) 

 Dr Giovanni Lo Iacono, Public Health England 

 Professor Gordon Nichols, Associate University of Exeter 



 

 Archana Patel, WHO 

 Professor Richard Pleass, Professor of Parasite Immunology, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine 

 Dr Steven Pullan, Public Health England  

 Dr Gillian Sinclair-Slack, Research Scientist, Virology and Pathogenesis, Public Health England (Porton) 

 Dr Paul Steptoe, University of Liverpool 

 Jordan Thomas, University of Liverpool (PhD) 

 Professor Paula Williamson, Professor of Medical Statistics, University of Liverpool 

 Emma Wise, Public Health England (PhD) 

 Dr Kamran Zaman, National Institute of Virology, Gorakhpur Unit, India 

 
 

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS 

If you have any items for inclusion in the next newsletter please send them to hpruezi@liverpool.ac.uk 

NIHR Health Protection Research Unit in Emerging and Zoonotic Infections 

Website | http://www.hpruezi.nihr.ac.uk/  Twitter | @HPRUezi 
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